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Editorial
It was a pity that the Limpsfield Chart Fair is to be held in September 
rather than as a Jubilee event in June, but that was the decision of the Fair 
Planning Committee, because many of the organisers were going to be 
away, and they expected lots of local street parties. We will have to wait 
until later in the year to enjoy the festivities (see page 47). 

Lots of flags were out in our neighbourhood and there were one or two 
small gatherings and private parties for the Jubilee, but nothing to 
compare with the Limpsfield gathering in the High Street on Sunday, 5th 
June. Over 500 people apparently attended and even the weather behaved.   
At Chart Nws we hope everyone enjoyed the holiday and the Queen’s 
Jubilee Celebrations  (see page 6) in whatever way they wanted. 

There are only two Ukranians families being looked after in Limpsfield 
Chart, (see page 14) but in the whole Tandridge area there are already over 
200 refugees staying with host families, and more are coming weekly.  We 
can all of us hope the war which the Russians insist of calling a special 
military operation will not last for long. Meantime the transport of 
supplies that the Ukranians desperately need continues, by government 
and by individuals. The warm for it is nothing else, continues apace, and  
the government now faces then problem of how deal with two Britains 
who have lived in Ukraine for some years  and are now being called 
mercenaries by the Russians,  and who have sentenced  them both to 
death.  

We can at least look forward to a summer of cricket on the newly 
unfenced cricket pitch, (see page 12) or if you are not regular watchers, 
you can at least walk there and feel the wonderful new grass under your 
feet. Please make  sure everyone clears up their dog’s mess! 

Best wishes for the rest of the summer, with hopefully lots of sunshine and 
not much rain. 

Cover picture: Her Majesty the Queen enjoys a copy of tea with 
Paddington Bear, and produces her own marmalade sandwich from 
her handbag!
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Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
This June Her Majesty becomes the first British monarch to celebrate a 
Platinum Jubilee, marking seventy years of service to the United 
Kingdom and the Commonwealth. The four-day bank holiday weekend 
from Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June gives communities across the 
country the chance to organise their own celebrations, and street parties 
have been organised in our own locality. Limpsfield Chart’s own 
celebrations, as a whole, won’t be until September, but that was the 
decision of the committee running the Fair. 

In the seventy years since her accession to the throne at the age of 
twenty-five, our Queen has advised fourteen Prime Ministers, from 
Winston Churchill to Boris Johnson, and given all of them and us a 
strong sense of what duty, service and selflessness means. For those of us 
whose span of years exceeds that of the Queen’s reign, there are so many 
vivid memories of what she has meant to us, along with astonishment at 
how much our daily lives have changed in that period. When the Queen 
acceded to the throne in 1952, Britain was only seven years from the end 
of the Second World War, and only five years from the granting of 
independence to India, which began the process by which Empire 
evolved into Commonwealth. Some of us can remember watching the 
coronation on a tiny black and white television, either in our own homes, 
or in one of our neighbours. Limpsfield itself was a smaller community 
of limited car ownership and small local shops in the High Street and on 
the Chart. Nowadays, most people have a car and a mobile phone. The 
internet, and for the younger at least, social media has changed our lives. 

Seventy years on, the Chart News and the whole Limpsfield Chart 
community thank Her Majesty for all that she has been and given to us, 
and wish her many more years of her remarkable reign. 

At aged 96, the Queen still hasn’t lost her sense of humour, as was shown 
brilliantly during the recent celebrations. Just as she was seen jumping 
from a plane with James Bond for the London Olympics, now  we find 
her having tea with Paddington Bear, and producing a sandwich from her 
handbag!  

David Walsh  
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There were flags and bunting on the hedges, walls, flag poles and 
lampposts around houses n Limpsfield Chart to celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of Queen Elizabeth coming to the throne on the death of her 
father, on 6th February, 1952, and her coronation on 6th June, 1953. 
And there were a few street parties, though nothing for the Chart as a 
whloe. The Chart Fair Planing Committee decided that there might be 
too many local street parties and our Jubilee Fair would be held in 
September. 

None of the local 
street parties could be 
as large as the party in 
M o r e c a m b e i n 
Lancashire , which 
stretched for 1.6 miles 
along the sea front. 
That may be a record 
in Great Britain but it 
is a long way short of 
the street  party held 
Dortmund, Germany, a 
wh i l e ago , wh ich 
stretched for 37 miles 
along the motorway!  

The Limpsfield branch 
of the  WI did organise 
a grand lunch on the first day ion the holiday, and many women from 
Limpsfield Chart were there. 
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alex jones 
funeral directors &  
monumental masons 

Renowned Caring Service 
Offering Day & Night Attention 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS 
BEAUTIFUL PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST MONUMENTAL MASONRY 

Oxted 01883 730383 
92 STATION ROAD EAST, OXTED, RH8 0QA 

 

Lingfield 01342 832534 
1 EAST GRINSTEAD ROAD, LINGFIELD, RH7 6EP  

Edenbridge 01732 860047 
29-31 HIGH STREET, EDENBRIDGE, TN8 5AD 

Forest Row 01342 822399 
1 ASHDOWN COURT, LEWES ROAD, FOREST ROW, RH18 5EZ 

 
 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
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The weather here was terrific for the Thursday and Friday, and more 
cloudy and rainy for the Saturday and Sunday, but we have not heard of 
anyone being upset. The sense of celebration was apparent wherever you 
looked, with everyone thrilled to be able to get out and celebrate in any 
way they could after two years of being locked down. For those who 
wanted to, they could visit London and see the magnificent showing of the 
guards at the Trooping the Colour and wonderful fly pasts of the Red 
Arrows. Nobody can do ceremonials like the British, was a comment often 
heard over the holidays. One of the biggest street parties and fairs locally 
was in Hurst Green on the Friday, which gathered 5,000 people. They also  
arranged for a Spitfire to fly over  to celebrate, and lots of people in 
Limpsfield  Chart will have seen that.  

Her Majesty the Queen was unable to attend all events in London because 
of mobility problems but she did make a surprise appearance on last day of 
the celebrations on the balcony of Buckingham Palace. That was, of 
course, after her starring role with Paddington Bear, who had miraculously 
come to tea at Buckingham Palace. If you haven’t seen the clip, it is well 
worth searching for. If you can get onto a computer, just type in ‘Queen 
and Paddington Bear’. The only entry I could find which showed the 
whole thing was the Daily Mail. Simply look for: 

The Queen stars in a surprise iconic sketch with 
Paddington ... 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk › newsalerts › video-2701209 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk › newsalerts › video-2701209 

but if you can’;t find that, there are endless there are endless clips of the 
ending, on Youtube, the BBC, and various foreign  broadcasters.. 

There will never be another Platinum Jubilee in our lifetime, and although 
people are living for longer and longer, there may never be one at all.  So 
hopefully, everyone made the best of this one, either by enjoying the 
events, or simply enjoying the holiday. 

David Wickham 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/newsalerts/video-2701209/Queen-opens-Platinum-Party-Palace-Paddington-Bear-sketch.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/newsalerts/video-2701209/Queen-opens-Platinum-Party-Palace-Paddington-Bear-sketch.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/newsalerts/video-2701209/Queen-opens-Platinum-Party-Palace-Paddington-Bear-sketch.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/newsalerts/video-2701209/Queen-opens-Platinum-Party-Palace-Paddington-Bear-sketch.html
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WE ARE THE DRAINAGE EXPERTS 
Blocked Drains - CCTV Surveys - Drain Repairs 

Septic Tanks - Drain Tracing - Excavation 

Call Dean on 01883 842 365. 
www.draindetectives.co.uk 

 

An old-fashioned word, coined in a bygone world. 
It is a taking hold and a letting go, 
girlhood left behind like a favourite toy, 
irreversible step over invisible brink. 
A new frock will be made, which is a country 
hemmed with the white lace of its shores, 
and here is a vast garden of weald and wold, 
mountain and fell, lake, loch, cwm. 
It is constancy and it is change: 
the age of clockwork morphs into digital days, 
but the song of the blackbird remains the same.

And here is the first verse of the Poet 
Laureate, Simon Armitage’s new poem, 
Queenhood, written for the Jubilee.

What you can do for the Chart Fair 
If you can spare a bottle of wine, please drop it round to the Daveys at 2 
Tally Road, and they will keep it for the Fair. Leave on their doorstep if 
they are not in.
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Photo: lilybungay.com

The  Chart Fair! 
  
In this Jubilee Year, and after a two-year absence, the Limpsfield Chart 
Fair Planning Committee decided to bring back the annual Fair. The 
Fair on Sunday 4 September 2022 (12noon to 4pm )will hopefully end 
a summer of celebration of a high note. The Fair is being offered in 
partnership with the Limpsfield Chart Cricket Club on their newly 
refurbished Cricket Ground. … Entry is free! 

We are planning to offer the key features of previous Fairs, including 
live music from local bands and games and competitions for children 
and adults. In addition to the traditional favourites, like the Rotary 
Unrideable Horse, Balloons in a Car and the Coconut Shy, we hope 
access to the National Trust Children’s Trail will be available, and even 
a Fancy Dress Fun Run! There will be a Prize Draw or Silent Auction 
with a list of desirable prizes! 

The 2022  Fair should  have a wider range of stalls…. including Kate 
Tulett, a local artist who runs art classes from her shop in Limpsfield 
village and a newcomer to the Chart, Jim Weatherseed, who will  
demonstrate and sell his chilli sauce. Events will include the popular 
Dog Show. We have invited our local MP, Claire Coutinho, to award 
the prizes!  

The Cricket Club will be providing a BBQ and a cash bar. Additional 
food and drink options, not forgetting ice cream, should be available! 
Or bring a picnic! Partnership with the Cricket Club gives them an 
opportunity to thank Chart Residents for their support and join us in 
organising another “Grand Day out”.  

If you would like to take a stall …or would like to help on the day, we 
would be delighted to hear from you! Stallholders will be asked to pay 
a minimum fee £20 to help rebuild the Chart Project Fund, 
accumulated and now largely spent…to assist local projects. 
We look forward to seeing you on 4 September! 
  
Diana Davy, Chart Fair Planning Committee 
(diana.green_davy@icloud.com)  
Tel 07710 745 755 

mailto:diana.green_davy@icloud.com
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The cricket season is underway! We had a wonderful celebratory 
opening match on Sunday 12th June. Roger Maynard, who is nearly 
80, and has played for the club since he was  a nine years old, took the 
first ball from a 14 year lad playing in our mixed teams specially for 
this occasion! Apart from growing up to be captain of our 1st X1, 
Roger went on to play for England in their veteran over 70s side 
against Australia for three years. England won the first, lost the 
second, and in the third, when Roger was captain, they trounced the 
Australians! Let’s hope we can continue like that.  

Our various teams have had mixed successes to date. After narrowly 
missing out on promotion last year the 1st XI have started their 
campaign well but the 2nd XI badly need a couple of wins to ignite 
their campaign, while the Sunday XI have already won more games 
this year than in most of the previous years.  

Availability has been strong which led us to fielding a Sunday 2nd XI 
for the first time in our history in May. It has been brilliant to see the 

Cricket is back on the Chart! 

Roger Maynard, who is 79, takes the first ball from a 14 
year lad in in the celebratory match to open the season.  
Photo:  Karen Fosett.
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On a War Footing 

graduation of a number of our under 14 players into the adult teams 
this year. To name but two, we have seen some brilliant match 
winning performances from both Ben Hilson and Will Ritchie who 
have shown the adults how it is done. To put it in perspective, the 
majority of our under 14s have been with us since they were seven 
years old, so it is seven years of investment by our volunteer coaches 
to get us to this point – a real validation of our continued focus on 
offering coaching to local children to safeguard the future of the Club 
and cricket in the village for years to come.    

With that in mind, we will be starting a fourth junior team, an under 8s 
(school year 3) in 2023. Both boys and girls are welcome to sign up. 
We will be running a free and fun taster session on the morning of 
Saturday 2 July for any children currently in year 2 who may be 
interested so please get in touch richardhilson@hotmail.co.uk if you 
wish to register your child. 

The weather has continued to provide huge challenges with our new 
outfield. Seven to eight weeks from late March with very little rain 
has hampered the final stages of the project. We are absolutely 
dreading our water bill this year as we have had no choice but to have 
the sprinkler on most days in a determined effort to get grass to grow 
in the last few patches. 

We had hoped to open the ground by the 21st May but unfortunately 
had to push that back to the 9th June given the lack of rain. We are 
really pleased with the profile of the ground. Our overarching 
objective of a much flatter outfield with gentle slopes rather than 
hugely uneven bumps has been met and all the safety concerns have 
been addressed. We don’t yet have perfect grass coverage but there 
will be more work undertaken in the autumn to continue to fine-tune 
the last few areas that need attention.   

We had a splendid lunch before our celebratory game with speeches to 
inform and say a final thank you to everyone who donated to the 
project or showed great patience with the ground being fenced off for 

https://www.cantab.net/svc/mail/src/compose.php?send_to=richardhilson@hotmail.co.uk
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Our innovative approach to teaching helps create a love for learning.  
This empowers students with an inner belief to help every child  

fulfil their utmost potential.

Believe. Brave. Bold.
Instilling inner strength to create brave,  

young students for the future.

Our latest ISI Inspection 

Report rated the school 

as EXCELLENT in all 

aspects of teaching.

An independent Nursery and Prep School for girls and boys aged 9 months – 13 years

Book a private tour to find out more
www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk
Wolf’s Hill, Surrey, RH8 0QU. 01883 733841

220511_Hazelwood_Chart News A5 ad_AW2.indd   1220511_Hazelwood_Chart News A5 ad_AW2.indd   1 20/05/2022   17:1120/05/2022   17:11
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longer than originally planned. And Roger Maynard was presented with 
a new painting to celebrate his time with the club.  

As mentioned previously we have recently installed five new benches 
around the ground as a small gesture of thanks to the village and hope 
residents can enjoy these now and in the years to come. Thank you to 
Limpsfield Parish Council who funded one of the benches in 
recognition of the Jubilee.  

New playing members of any age and ability, social members or 
anybody interested in scoring or umpiring are always welcomed with 
open arms! We are a friendly bunch so please get in touch 
with limpsfieldchartcricketclub@gmail.com if you would like to join 
the Club. 

Pete O’Rourke, Chairman, Limpsfield Cricket Club 

https://www.cantab.net/svc/mail/src/compose.php?send_to=limpsfieldchartcricketclub@gmail.com
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Help for Ukranians
                Chris                 Eugenia        Tanya            Clare 

Clare Calderwood registered on the UK government’s Homes for Ukraine 
website as soon as it opened, but it still took her until mid-May before she 
could welcome Eugenia and Tanya into her home in Limpsfield Chart. Chris 
and Clare Calderwood are one of only two families on the Chart who have so 
far been successful in first establishing contact with and then going through the 
official hoops to enable their Ukranian guests to travel safely to the UK.  Both 
Eugenia and Tanya’s families have stayed living in Ukraine.  

Eugenia and Tanya, who are both 23 and met at university in Kyiv, are now 
enjoying living in Limpsfield Chart. They are currently job sharing at Sew 
Perfect in Oxted.  Eugenia, who studied languages at university, hopes to get 
an additional role as a translator helping other Ukrainians in the area. Tanya, 
who like Clare studied law, is enjoying working at Sew Perfect and will also 
look for other additional opportunities in due course. They have been walking, 
running and cycling on the Chart, as well as cooking and helping in the 
garden.  

Chris and Clare have four children – the older two boys have met their new 
housemates and the younger two girls (who are currently at university) will 
meet them in the coming weeks. Clare and Chris will have their hands full 
when everyone is gathered at home over the summer. But they are certain it is 
the right thing to do and would, in the right circumstances, recommend it to 
others. 
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Greta and Salvatore Scifano, who have lived on the Chart since the 1990s, 
also registered under the UK’s Homes for Ukraine scheme as soon as it 
opened. They had to have a home check by Tandridge Council and enhanced 
DBS checks before they could become hosts.   

Their Ukrainian guests fled from their home to Poland soon after the 
Russians invaded their country. They were introduced to the Schifanos by a 
friend of a friend, who lives in Oxted. They chatted with the Gretta and 
Salvatore online while waiting for the government to confirm their visas. It 
took the British Government five weeks to sort the paperwork out but now 
Natalia and her daughter Masha are safe and well in Limpsfield Chart. 
Natalia works at the Carpenters and Misha, who is 15, is at school at 
Caterham.   The Schifanos neighbours kindly welcomed thee arrivals with 
flowers and invitations to morning coffee and afternoon tea, and the Quince 
House Cookery School generously invited them to take part in some cookery 
classes. 

Around 200 Ukranians refugees have arrived in the Tandridge District 
Council area and a few more come each week. Those interested in hosting or 
supporting the refuges can join the ‘Oxted and Hurst Green Ukrainian 
Support’ on Facebook, and hope the government does not take too long to 
sort out the paperwork required to help a Ukrainian. 

David Wickham
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BOOK REVIEW: VAXXERS - The Inside Story of the Oxford 
AstraZeneca Vaccine and the race against the virus 

Pub. Hodder & Stoughton (2021) 

We are probably all fed up 
w i t h t h e C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic, but this book is 
well worth reading. It tells 
the story of how a group of 
scientists at the University 
of Oxford began work on 
the vaccine before the 
situation was recognised as 
a pandemic, and they how 
t h e y j o i n e d u p w i t h 
AstraZeneca to produce 
billions of vaccine dosses 
for use around the world. 

The book is written by 
Professor Sarah Gilbert, 
who was made a Dame in 
the last Honours List, and 
Dr Catherine Green. 

Sarah Gilbert is Professor of 
Vaccinology at the Jenner 
Institute, based within the 
Nuffield Department of 
Medicine, University of Oxford and has over 25 years’ experience in the 
design and early development of new vaccines. But this was still a First! 
On 1st January 2020, she heard about four people in China with a strange 
pneumonia. Within two weeks she and her team had designed a vaccine 
against a pathogen that no-one had ever seen before. She stresses in the 
book that vaccine making is a huge team effort, and so it was.  

Catherine Green is Head of the University of Oxford’s Clinical 
BioManufacturing Facility (CBF), and she works half time at the 
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Wellcome Centre for Human Genetics. She writes that she always feels 
she has too much to do, and January is a particularly busy month. On the 
20th she received an email from Sarah Gilbert asking if they ‘could 
discuss a couple of things’, and ten days later she was working on the 
vaccine full time, putting everything else aside.  Over the next few days, 
Wuhan in China had locked down and started building hospitals, and 
Covid-19 cases were being reported in small numbers across the world.  

One of the things that comes across very strongly in the book is the 
problem of finding funds to make the vaccines. Just as Dr Green had to 
decide to delay or de-prioritise other vaccines she was working on, 
Professor Gilbert started making the vaccine without going through the 
normal procedures of testing with research-grade vaccines before 
graduating to clinical grade materials. This would have taken too long to 
do, and too long to raise the money.  

With the vaccine effectively made, it was Professor Gilbert’s job to find 
the funds needed for mass exploitation, and in normal times that is a long 
and uncertain exercise. She explains that the funding can be roughly 
divided into four phases: design and preclinical testing; making and 
testing the starting materials; making the vaccine itself and running the 
clinical trials; and finally large scale manufacturing and roll-out. 

In the end the money came through, but not before the University had 
signed a contract to reserve space for the initial manufacture with an 
Italian company.  Still they needed much more money, and by the time 
the British government gave them £20 million, later expanded to £31 
million, they had spent much of it. There was no celebrating yet. By the 
end of March the whole country was in lockdown. 

By the end of April, Oxford University had signed a deal with the UK-
based global biopharmaceutical company, AstraZeneca, for the future 
development and large scale manufacture and distribution of the 
Covid-19 vaccine currently being trialled by the university. AstraZeneca 
was able to activate global production which was entirely beyond the 
scope of a UK university-led project. And Dr Green explains that one of 
the things that AstraZeneca discovered from the Oxford research was that 
the Oxford vaccines were stable at 2-8 degrees, which had enormous 
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Our Chartmen’s Dinner this year will 
be on Tuesday, 4th October 2022, and 
the speaker will be Lord Phil Harris, 
who you may remember, couldn’t 
come last year because he had broken 
his ankle.   

Phil is a very good speaker and this 
year, more than ever, he will have a 
lot to say about his Academy Schools, 
and getting  children through exams. 
His schools have been particularly 
successful this year, but he may also 
talk a bit about horses, the Olympics 
and of course, carpets.  

Chartmen’s Dinner - a date for your diaries

The dinner will be held, as usual, at St. Andrew’s Hall, and you can reserve a 
place as soon as you like by telephoning (01883 652113) or emailing me at 
(dwickham@indimage.com). Starts at 7pm for drinks and we eat at 7.30.  
Cost £30 including everything. 

David Wickham

implications for how easily the vaccine could be distributed around the 
world.  

Before 2020, developing and distributing a new vaccine took at least ten 
years, but the Oxford team had a tried and tested platform that they had 
been working on for at least ten years. And other people were keen to 
help, so finding hundreds of volunteers to test the vaccine was completed 
in hours rather than months. There were delays and gaps and bad press 
coverage, and there were several new variants to cope with, but Disease 
X is over, and vaccine worked.  But disease Y is coming, say the two 
authors. Let’s hope we are ready for it. 

David Wickham 
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Does the colour suit me?
Further to Andy Murison’s article on methane and cows in our last issue, 
a small company has developed a mask for cows to convert much of the 
methane they produce into carbon dioxide and water vapour.  Apparently 
cattle emit substantially more methane from their mouths and nostrils 
than from their bums, whatever they eat. In a development backed by 
Prince Charles, Zelp have produced the mask which can be comfortably 
worn by cows and captures most of the gases emitted when the cow 
exhales, including the methane. It is all transported through a micro sized 
catalytic converter and released into the atmosphere as carbon dioxide 
and water vapour. Both carbon dioxide and methane contribute to global 
warming but methane poses a much greater threat to the environment.    

Zelp claim a 53% reduction in methane emissions from the cow, and are 
expecting to reach 60% by next year, when, it is hoped, the masks will be 
ready for the market. They are currently being trialled on farms run by 
this country’s largest beef processor, ABP.   

Zelp won a £50,000 prize from the Terra Carta Design Lab for Royal 
College of Art students and alumni. It is funded by Prince Charles as part 
of his Sustainable Markets initiative. The Prince called Zelp’s device 
‘fascinating.’ We don’t know what the cows think of it! 

David Wickham 
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Would you like to sing with others? 
Singing is good for you and we warmly welcome new members. 
Oxted & Limpsfield Choral Society (OLCS ) is a friendly, social 
choir committed to working together and to setting and raising 
standards in our choral singing. 

If you are interested in singing with us, please telephone 01959 
577749 or email our choir secretary. Contact details f can be found on 
our website  www.olcs.org.uk.  

For September we are planning a recruitment drive to ensure that our 
numbers remain healthy and to attract new members to help maintain 
high standards as we take our choir forward in its' choral singing. 
Rehearsals take place at the the Oxted United Reform Chucrh, 
Bluehouse Lane, RH8 0AA on Monday evenings starting at 7.45 p.m. 
and we are holding a 'Come and Sing' evening on our first evening 
back on Monday 5th September. This will allow those who may be 
interested in joining our choir an opportunity to try us out and see 
what we are like. During the Autumn we will be working towards our 
Christmas Concert on Saturday 3rd December. 

Although some knowledge of sight reading is useful, it is not 
essential, and we plan some open workshops during the year to look 
at singing technique and some of the rudiments of how to read music! 

As indicated above, the OLCS is a friendly bunch of singers so we 
look forward to the possibility of seeing you on the 5th!  If you know 
of others interested in taking up or resuming choral singing, do please 
let them know! 
  
Ian Maple, Chair, OLCS 

http://www.olcs.org.uk/
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Ranger’s Report  

Since the last issue I have been made full time by the National Trust, 
which means I can properly get stuck into various projects, great news 
for me and also for the Commons. Below I will detail some of the work 
we have been doing recently.  

The volunteers spent 5 weeks at Little Heath, working on restoring the 
heather. This involved clearance of bracken and bramble, using brush 
cutters and rakes; removal of silver birch saplings using tree poppers; 
and the creation of scrapes across the area. This involves removing 
about 10cm of surface material to expose bare ground. This serves 
several purposes – less shade on 
the heather from surrounding 
plants; bare ground for any 
heather seeds that fall and 
hopefully reigniting the heather 
seedbank under the soil. It is also 
a great habitat for snakes and 
lizards who like to bask on bare 
ground in the sunshine. We 
won’t see instant results, but 
hopefully this time next year we 
will have young heather plants 
establishing themselves. A 
contractor will also shortly be on 
site to ‘cut & collect’ Little 
Heath and Happy Valley. This 
cuts and removes vegetation, as 
we want to remove as much 
nutrient from the soil as possible from the sites. Heather and heathland 
plants thrive on poor soils, and in the past nutrients would have been 
removed by grazing animals. For heather to thrive as much nutrient as 
possible should be removed from the soil. 

Next we moved on to Yalden Spring. Once believed to be the source of 
the Darent, the spring rises under a beech tree and feeds into a pond. 
Back in the 1980’s this area was designated a SSSI (Site of Special 
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alex jones 
funeral directors & monumental masons 

 

Renowned Caring Service  
Offering Day & Night Attention 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 

Home Visits Available 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest 
Monumental Masonry 

 

OXTED 01883 730383 
92 Station Road East | Oxted 

Surrey | RH8 0QA 

 

LINGFIELD 01342 832534 
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield  

Surrey | RH7 6EP 

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047 
29-31 High Street | Edenbridge 

Kent | TN8 5AD 

FOREST ROW 01342 822399 
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row  

East Sussex | RH18 5EZ 

www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

Ergonomically designed with your 
seating comfort and wellbeing at the 
forefront, Kickster and Drumback 
are manufactured by Viasit, the 
award-winning German office chair 
manufacturer.  
 
Both models are available within our 
free 5-day delivery programme from 
our UK stock.

For more information please  
see our website  

www.wfhchair.co.uk 

or give our Oxted office a call 
on 01883 734914.

WFH Chair is a division of 4D Office Furniture Ltd (based in Oxted for over 20 Years).

Office chairs for your home
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Scientific Interest) as it was host to a number of rare plant species. Sadly 
that status was lost and in recent years the spring has begun to look very 
tatty, with wood and timber thrown into the water, and regular trampling 
from dogs and people.   

The short-term solution going forward is to keep dogs and people away 
from the water, to give the area a chance to recover and for nature to get 
a foothold once again.   

Using materials harvested from previous jobs the volunteers made a 
fabulous ‘dead hedge’ to protect the spring.   This forms a natural barrier 
which is also a great habitat for invertebrates and will eventually rot 
down naturally. We didn’t have quite enough material to make it totally 
‘dog proof’, but we will be returning shortly to finish. With less 
disturbance you can already see a difference and on a recent visit I 
counted over 30 newts.  
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STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD. 

Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and Repairs, 
General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements 

FREE ESTIMATES 
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED 

 
TEL: 01732 863183 

MOBILE: 07980 607491

!

Chartfords Trees Ltd 

Tree Removal & Felling Hedge Trimming 

Pruning Work Shrub Pruning 

Stump Grinding 

Tree Planting 
Safety Work 

Logs & Woodchip 

t 
e 
w 

m 
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Under new management and now linked with the 
Wheatsheaf at Bough Beech, the staff at the Carpenters 
Arms offer you a warm welcome to our newly redecorated 
pub and restaurant. We have a new menu too and a great 
choice of wines, beers and lagers. As always walkers (with 
or without dogs) are very welcome as well as our loyal 
locals and lovely passers by.

Please see our website for more info: 
www.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk

We look forward to welcoming you.
Nick, Jo and the lovely team.

01883 722209

http://www.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk/
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FREE 

THOROUGHBRED 

HORSE MANURE 
with virtually no straw,  
sawdust or shavings.  

Collect from Limpsfield Chart,  
by wheel barrow or trailer,  

and take it home.  
It’s the best food available  

for your garden. 
0777 1784322 

We have now moved on to what we think of as Chart Heath, this 
being the area opposite The Carpenters. We won’t be using machinery 
because of bird nesting, but will by hand remove the brambles that are 
choking the heather, as well as numerous silver birch saplings. This is 
the third heathland site we have worked on, and it’s very encouraging 
that we are making such good progress.  

I have a busy summer lined up with conservation work across the 
Commons and some exciting projects with The Friends of Limpsfield 
Common. More details in the next issue.  

Jeremy Saunders 
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Priest’s Letter
Anniversaries – literally the turnings of years – bring back memories, 
many to celebrate, often with nostalgia and happiness, though some of 
them tinged with sadness. These days any anniversary with a zero on 
the end seems cause for a party, whether a birthday, a wedding, or any 
other life stage. There’s a growing tend to add up the anniversaries of 
members of a family, and invite  friends to a 120th or 130th or more!  
  
Last year on the Chart we celebrated the 125th anniversary of the village 
church - this year, Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee.  One commentator 
celebrates the Queen as ‘a voice of calm’ through the pandemic: ‘There 
had been this trend for people to light candles in windows at the time…. 
and some church leaders joined in but they didn’t have anything to say 
that was particularly about faith (one churchgoer remarked: ‘At a time 
when we were needing Hope, the denomination only offered us Health 
& Safety’). But the person who spoke about faith – at a time when 
churches were shut, when you couldn’t go to an Easter service – was 
the Queen. She has become a rare voice. The Queen’s witness is 
increasingly counter-cultural. 
  
For some of us (who are yet to become Septuagenarians!) the Queen 
has reigned for the whole of our lives. For all of us she has been 
perhaps the most enduring and stable signpost of our nation. We may 
celebrate this particular anniversary (and any others of our own) for any 
of a number of different reasons, but this one (or the Queen’s 100th if as 
we pray she reaches it) will surely be incomparable in our lifetime, 
relative only to the one anniversary by which all other dates are fixed. 
The fact that Christ’s birth was not precisely two thousand and twenty-
two years ago is beside the point – so too the replacement for some of 
AD (Anno Domini, the ‘Year of our Lord’) with the dull, prosaic CE 
(Common Era), or another minority calendar. Christians believe that 
our years are relative to his, our anniversaries compared to his, and our 
lives derivative of his. 
  
So, whatever landmarks we are celebrating this year, a very Happy 
Anniversary! 
  
Paul  Perkin, 01883 412 454, paul.perkin6@gmail.com 
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07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 

St Andrew’s Church events 
  

AUGUsT TEAS 
Sunday afternoon 3pm -5pm 

7,14,21,28 
In the garden, but if wet in the hall 

  
SONGS OF PRAISE 

Sunday 21st August 5pm – 5.45pm  
St Andrew’s Church 

Come and select a hymn for all to sing  
  

ST ANDREW’S HALL 
Saturday October 15th 7pm Quiz night  

Saturday November 19th 12 -2 Christmas Bazaar 

  

 WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S 
Minister in Charge                    Revd Paul Perkin          01883 412454 
Team Rector                             Revd Helen Cook          07530 609511 
Team Vicar 
Reader                                      Dr Sue Compton           01883 730522 
Church Wardens                       Bruce Buckingham        01732 864276 
                                                  Mary McGregor            01883 723257 
Treasurer                                   Melanie Calver             01883 714196 
Choir/Church Flowers              Shanie Kirkwood          01883 722107 
Church Garden                          Bruce Buckingham        01732 864276 
Electoral Roll Officer                Brenda Pottle                01883 715980 
Health and Safety                      John Davy                    01883 714282 
Organists                                   Melanie Calver             01883 714196 
                                                  Jim Cessford                 01883 717100 
                                                  Mary McGregor            01883 723257 
                                                  Brenda Pottle                01883 715980 
                                                  Tony Wiltshire              01959 524887 
Safeguarding Officer                 Brenda Pottle                01883 715980 
St Andrew’s Hall: 
            Chairman                      Martin Corrie                01883 714542 
            Hall Booking                Michael Rainbird          01883 713683 
St Mary’s Tatsfield                   Church Office               01959 577289 
Team Administrator                 Caroline Campbell        01883 712512 
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Local elections - The Rise of Localism 
 
I was of course delighted with the 
results of the local elections on the 
5th of May and I am really 
looking forward to working 
alongside Cllr Ian Booth on the 
issues that affect Limpsfield and 
its residents.    

The Limpsfield ward covers quite 
a large area including Limpsfield 
Chart, Moorhouse, Dwelly Lane, 
Limpsfield Village and roads such 
as Park Road, Granville Road, half 
way down Bluehouse Lane, Snatts 
Hill and even up to the zebra 
crossing on Station Road East. 
 
Why do I think that OLRG (Oxted & Limpsfield Residents Group) have 
done well over the past years? I think there are many reasons for this and 
initially one of the main reasons that pushed me to stand as a District 
Councillor for OLRG was my concern over the Local Plan, its 
deliverability and what it would mean for our area if it were to fail.  I also 
felt that the administration at that time were not listening to the residents 
on many issues.  I was very concerned about the decisions being made, for 
example when the council sold off the Johnsdale car park for development 
in Oxted for £750,000, which seemed a very low price and the amount of 
money the council were borrowing to acquire investment properties like 
the one in Maidstone, Kent. The Council borrowed £3.42m from the Public 
Works Loan Board to make the purchase and, soon afterwards, the tenant 
Marks & Spencer closed their womenswear shop that occupied the 
premises. Since then, M&S have continued to pay the rent in accordance 
with their lease, but that lease expires at the end of September this year. 
 
These issues concerned me and it was becoming clear from speaking to 
other residents in the area that they felt the same.  I also think that people 
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LANGDALE 
LANDSCAPES

Ltd

Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & 

Construction
www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk

01732 700199
Company Reg No. 4151818

PLATINUM PLUMBING 

Your friendly and reliable local plumber 

- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms 
- Free estimates 
- City & Guilds qualified 
- Fully insured 
- DIY jobs rescued 
- No call out charge 
- Clean & tidy work 

Andrew Barter B.Sc. 
01959 562784   07891 782727 

http://www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
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are fed up with party politics at a local level and that residents want 
representatives with a genuine interest in the issues that affect them and 
their area and the determination to protect what is important to them.   
  
This is a critical time for Tandridge, we have inherited many issues that 
need to be addressed including the Local Plan and ensuring the Council’s 
finances are sustainable in order to provide the services we deserve. 
 Working together with other Independents in Tandridge gives us a 
bigger voice and we now have a total of 18 Councillors meaning we can 
continue as the administration – being the largest group - though still as a 
minority, as 22 Councillors are needed for an overall majority.  We are 
determined to work hard on issues that affect residents and their 
priorities like anti-social behaviour, protecting our environment and the 
green belt, fighting inappropriate development and rebuilding the 
council’s finances.   
  
 Claire Blackwell, OLRG Councillor for Limpsfield Ward since 2019.	
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One of the few benefits of the pandemic and associated periods of 
lockdown is that many of us have become accustomed to looking closer to 
home for entertainment and relaxation. In our last issue we included an 
article by the Oxted and Limpsfield Music Society, a good example of why 
we don’t have to go far from home to find high quality live performance. 
Here in this issue we have a piece from the Oxted and Limpsfield Choral 
Society, encouraging us to ‘come an.d sing’ on September 5th. 

Knowing the range of offerings at our own St Andrew’s Church Hall, I 
have found myself wondering whether everybody realises just how much 
there is here on our doorsteps. Not only do you not need to go to the 
Wigmore Hall for your chamber music, you don’t even need to go all the 
way to Oxted for your exercise and relaxation classes And the Hall is ideal 
for children’s parties! All bookings are handled by the ever helpful 
Michael Rainbird: michaelrainbird@btinternet.com 

Sadly, there can be something uninviting about the term Church, or 
Village, Hall. Perhaps in other places you have lived it has always smacked 
of kindly ladies pressing unwanted cups of tea into your hands or of 
embarrassing Saturday night dances? Perhaps it just sounds like a dull, 
empty space occasionally peopled by locals trying to sell cakes?  

The first time I set foot in our own St Andrew’s Church Hall was in spring 
1988, back in England from our first period of working abroad, my 
beaming six-month old son in my arms as I ventured there to join an NCT 
coffee morning. Back then it was a warm and friendly place to meet, as it 
still can be if you decide to give any of these existing classes in the below 
table a whirl. Read on! 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
Yoga - Mel Pilates - Aileen  Pilates - Aileen Paracise - 

Kate 
Pilates - Dee 

jaynmel@
me.com. 

aileen@rehab-
pilates.co.uk 

Pilates – physio-
led – Sarah x 3 
evening 
classes 

aileen@rehab-
pilates.co.uk 

kate@parac
ise.com 

Deejones2107@
gmail.com 

9.30 – 
10.30 

9.30 – 10.30 17.30 -  9.15 - 1015 11.15 – 
12.15 

7.45 – 8.45 

Ballet Pilates – Chloe 18.30 Taekwondo – 
Hachem x 2 
classes 

 Yoga – Mixed 
Ability - Rosie 

11.15 – 
12.15 

Chloeloft222@
gmail.com 

19.30 hachemlabidi@ho
tmail.co.uk 

 www.limeyoga.c
o.uk 

No further 
details just 
now 

11-12 sarah@orangematp
ilates.co.uk 

16.00 – 17.00 
17.00 – 18.00 

 9.15 – 10.15 

 

More to do in our village hall than you ever imagined 
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A special feature of the Hall is its large windows, all quite low to the 
ground. This means you can see out even from a prone position on the 
floor! It’s surrounded by beautiful trees and you can always have a quick 
look at the gardens around the church itself for a quiet moment when you 
leave.  

Every week I count myself lucky be able to go there on foot through the 
woodland and not to have to put yet another car on the road. But if you do 
have to rely on the car to get there, parking is possible opposite in the 
gravel area for the duration of your class. Hope you enjoy anything that 
you decide to take up! 

Deborah Langton                                 
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Our Philosophy:  Caring, Honest, Open & Respectful
Since opening in 1986 we have been a leading provider of residential, respite and day care.

We are run by a highly professional team and supported by over 70 volunteers to provide 
residents with a full and active life within a secure and homely environment.

For information, please contact:
Pam Packham, House Manager

David Gresham House
2 Oak Close, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 0BA

Tel:  01883 715948
Email: info@davidgreshamhouse.co.uk 

Web: davidgreshamhouse.co.uk

Our Care Home was rated as:  
GOOD - April 2020

Registered Society 23568R – An Exempt Charity

  1

              Country Hire and GoCountry Hire and Go

    Call: 07723 054863         

PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE & SALES

  NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL FOR OUR LOCAL CARS  

   WE DELIVER & COLLECT OUR UNIQUE E-BIKE TO YOUR LOCATION 

Airports | Events | School | Appointments | Shopping | Nights Out | All Day Excursions

● Female Drivers Available 
● Personalised Travel, pet friendly
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles
● Friendly & Professional 
● Great rates, cash/card payments, 24 hour, 7 days a week one rate (*subject to availability) 

● UK designed and built  
● Fat Tyres, Retro and super comfort for touring
● Pedal Assist System for motorised speeds up to 15.5 mph 
● Up to 40 miles on one charge
● Half | full day |2 or 3 day hire 
● Safety and security equipment, maps and route planning, charger upon request
● Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
● E-Bike sales

Email: countryhireandgo@outlook.com
     www.countryhireandgo.com|
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THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE 
Registered Charity No. 262608 

www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk 
OPPOSITE  TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL 

CAKES - COLLECTABLES -  JEWELLERY - GIFTS – RAFFLE  - 
BOOKS -  FANCY GOODS  

TEA AND COFFEE 
We are well known by many customers for skilled work in the caning of chairs, 
upholstery and seagrassing.  We also carry out a variety of repairs as well as 
being very handy with a needle and thread.  Our Men-in-Sheds club is ideal if 
you want to make new friends whilst participating in a spot of woodwork. The 
Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. with 
breaks for Easter, Summer and Christmas.  We are delighted to have visitors and 
we are always looking for new members, young and old alike.  Why not come 
and see what we have to offer – if transport is a problem call our Manager below 
and we will try to help. 

Manager: Liz Martin-Lawrence (01883 715189) 
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Weardale Walk from Toys Hill 

If you are looking for a  beautiful 5 mile walk I can recommend the 
National Trust Weardale Walk that starts from the large Toys Hill car 
park on Chart Lane, grid ref: TQ470517. The walk links Chartwell and 
Emmetts Garden, passing through the woodland areas of Toys Hill and 
Hosey Common, as well as the pretty hamlet of French Street.  With 
potential stops at two National Trust cafes, what more could you want 
on a walk? 

Just after the start of the walk you pass the site of Weardale Manor. Built 
in 1906 by Philip Stanhope, Lord Weardale, the house had 145 rooms, 
yet was only occupied during the summer months.  When he died in 
1923 his widow rarely visited the house. On her death in 1934, she left it 
to her nephew, Lord Stanhope but, lacking the funds to maintain it, he 
allowed it to fall into disrepair and it was demolished in 1939. 

Further along the walk at the top of French Street, look out for the 
private burial ground of the Berry family. George Berry founded a wine 
and spirits business in St James Street, London in 1810 and the business 
continues to this day in the name of Berry Bros and Rudd at the same 
premises. 

The path directions and route map are available from the National Trust 
website at  https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/toys-hill/trails/weardale-
walk-from-toys-hill. 

Tony Pearson

Weardale Walk from Toys Hill
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Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd 
(formerly Godstone Glass) 

Studio 20, Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey, RH8 8RF 

01293 783262  

Another jubilee! The Common Committee is 50 
          

Whilst out walking I stopped to have a good look at the stone ‘marker’ that 
sits at the meeting of Kent Hatch Road and Brick Kiln Lane. Slightly 
weather-worn, this commemorative stone tells us all that in 972, the local 
community of Limpsfield were galvanised into action! An opportunity 
presented itself as the Lord of the Manor, Major Leveson Gower, agreed to 
hand over ownership of Limpsfield Common to the National Trust – 
thereby ensuring that the Commons of 
Limpsfield would never be at risk of 
development. In order to do this, local 
people had to raise a great sum, at least 
£52,000! 

I wanted to read the stone because in the 
corner of my office sits a black file box – 
recently handed to me by a colleague on 
the Limpsfield Common Local Committee 
(commonly known as Fr iends o f 
Limpsfield Common). This box holds the 
history of this campaign and all the hard 
work and determination behind it. Reading 
the 1972 ‘Progress Report’ over £30,000 
had already been raised. 
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However, it was not surprising that local people felt strongly about their 
‘common’. Development was gathering pace across the South East and local 
people were furious when, in 1968, a section of the Common was sold off 
and public rights of way revoked!  The campaign was serious and focused. 
All the minutes laboriously typed and then copied using carbon paper. 
  
It is not strictly true that we are celebrating 50 years. It is well known that 
life on the common goes back at least 2,000 years. Remains of Roman 
temples have been found at Titsey and the Roman Road from London to 
Lewes passes through what we now know as High Chart. Limpsfield village 
appears in the Domesday Book of 1086 as Limenesfeld. It was held by the 
Abbot of Battle Abbey, Sussex. Its Domesday assets were: 1 church, 1 mill 
worth 2s, 19 ploughs, 1 fishery, 4 acres (1.6 ha) of meadow, woodland worth 
150 hogs, 2 stone quarries, and 3 nests of hawks. It rendered £24 (of silver) 
per year to its feudal overlords.  
  
The evolution of the Commons continued. It was around the 14th century 
when Limpsfield Common was used by commoners for grazing animals and 
collecting stone and firewood. These activities shaped the landscape into a 
rolling, open heathland. However, since the decline of commoning (in the 
last 100 years or so) the woodland has encroached, with just a few patches 
of heath remaining – giving us the landscape we use today. 
  
The Committee doing all this hard work in 1972 was a continuation of 
a local ‘Committee’ that had been created in 1930 to ‘manage the 
Commons’, so we can also claim to be one hundred in 2030! The campaign 
was very well supported and successful. Over £70,000 was raised! Finally, at 
a ceremony held on 26 August 1972, Major Richard Levenson-Gower 
revived an ancient medieval custom of land transfer. He cut a sod of turf 
from the common and handed it to the Director General of the National 
Trust. On that day the Local Committee became aligned to the National 
Trust – the new landowners - with a role to represent the Commons on 
behalf of local people and most importantly ‘Safeguard the rights of the 
public to enjoy the Common in perpetuity’.  
  
Fifty years later the Limpsfield Common Local Committee, (a small group 
of local people) continues. The dedication and great success of the men and 
women of the ‘Task Force’ , (who help to care for the Commons as they 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sussex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mill_(grinding)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fishery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meadow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hog_(swine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quarry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feudal_system
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TREE SURGERY
Professional Tree Care Service

Fully Qualifi ed & Insured Team
 Felling and Stump Removal
 Storm Damage Cleanups
 Crown Thinning, Lifting and Reduction
 Hedgecutting

Get in Touch for Free Consultation and Advice
T: 01342 851 385 M: 07808 645 800
W: www.katsuragardens.co.uk
E: philip@katsuragardens.co.uk

 07808 645 800
 www.katsuragardens.co.uk

 philip@katsuragardens.co.uk

KatsuraGardensS34.indd   1 21/07/2017   11:32

Would your  

Advert  

look better 

in  

COLOUR 
Contact Sarah Houghton 

sathoughton@aol.com 

Always something to look 
forward to in your garden 
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Chart News 
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September and December. 
600 copies are distributed free of charge to every household on the Chart, and copies 
are also available in the Carpenters Arms, the Church, The Memorial Stores and 
elsewhere. We are always on the look out for news and articles. Please email them to 
dwickham@indimage.com or ring 01883 652113. 

Publishing Dates 2021/22 
   Copy Date           Publishing Date 
              Autumn                4th September               19th September 
              Winter   30th November             10th December 
              Spring   16th March 2023          23rd March 2023 
 Summer      1st June  2023              6th June 2023 

Advertising costs for 4 issues:  
Page £110, colour £125;  Inside cover £125;  Back cover £140;  ½ page £60, colour £70;  ¼ page 
£35. Enquiries to Sarah Houghton on 01883 713960 or email: sathoughton@aol.com Please 
mention Chart News when replying to an advertisement.

work outdoors alongside past and present National Trust Rangers) is 
marvellous. The  dedication and endurance of our Guardians knows no 
bounds, (a never ending job for those tireless volunteers who pick up litter 
other people have left scattered about). All this effort is because we all care 
very much about this special place …. and it means that Limpsfield 
Common is there for everyone to enjoy. 
  
Anyone can help care for Limpsfield Common by becoming a Member of  
the Friends of Limpsfield Common, for £10 per annum. Just complete our 
online membership form: https://form.jotform.com/202643003650341 you 
can also visit our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/folimpsfieldcommon 
  
This year the Chart Fair is on September 4th. Come and say hello at The 
Friends of Limpsfield Common stall and tuck into a ‘50th birthday’ cupcake 
while we celebrate our good fortune that we have the wonderful Limpsfield 
Common on our doorstep.  
   
Maggie Morgan, Limpsfield Common Local Committee 

https://form.jotform.com/202643003650341
http://www.facebook.com/folimpsfieldcommon
mailto:sathoughton@aol.com
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What is a perennial? In the broadest sense of the term, it is any plant that 
endures for many years. Trees are woody perennials. However, when 
you talk to a gardener, what they mean by it is those flowering plants 
that i recede n winter, knocked down by frost and winter cold, but due to 
storage organs underground, are able to burst forth again in spring and 
repeat the whole performance, provided of course, that they have not 
been accidentally removed while weeding, consumed by various pests 
(there are many) or drowned or died from drought.....It's a hard life being 
a perennial. On the whole, though, they are more straightforward than 
the plants we regard as seasonal bedding.  
  
Bedding plants are classed as annuals, meaning they complete their life 
cycle within one year or season and do not survive our winter.  
Complications creep in because some of these plants are perennial but 
are treated as annuals, possibly because they are not reliably hardy in the 
UK. Annuals that are worth thinking about are those which may well 
endure our winter – often by seeding themselves rather than actual plant 
survival – snapdragons/antirrhinums, for example. Hardy annuals are 
super useful for filling gaps in borders.  Poached egg plant (Limnanthes 

Perennials
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douglasii), Californian poppy (Eschscholzia), Cornflowers, Calendula 
and Nigella – all lovely to have. However, I digress.   

Those perennials that everyone should have – this is almost impossible 
to nail down because someone will say 'I've tried to grow those and 
they just won't have it’, or my neighbour has Gorgeous Whatevers but I 
can't get them to grow.  So are there any perennials guaranteed to grow 
in your garden?  Some plants will grow in a variety of soils so let's 
start there and with an A.   

Aquilegia, often called 'Granny's Bonnets’, is an old fashioned 
favourite, ideal for moist, light shade. Drier conditions in summer will 
cause mildew, not a good look, (chop them back and await new 
leaves). Aquilegias are generous self seeders as long as you let them.   
The flowers are exquisite but I like the grey green foliage too.   

Another rewarding family is Salvia, which includes the herb Sage, and 
indeed most of the family have aromatic foliage. I love aromatic 
foliage and salvias are particularly enticing. Salvia Hot Lips is like the 
Hollywood star besieged by paparazzi. - so popular, and with good 
reason. Eye catching red and white flowers that bees adore. There are 
plenty of worthy Salvias to have in your garden – many have an 
upright habit with narrow spikes of blue, purple of pink flowers 
densely covering the stems. These are easy additions to the flower 
border and work well tucked in around shrubs like Cistus and 
Potentilla, and silvery foliaged plants such as Brachyglottis ‘Sunshine’. 
Also easy to grow and reliable are the Bell Flowers, Campanula, 
available in blues and whites and occasionally pink. These are long 
lived and hardy perennials, well deserving of a place in your garden. 
They come in a range of sizes from rockery plants to taller perennials.    

These are perennials you can trust. There are many more of course, but 
the thing to do is visit garden centres at different times of the year so 
that you can give in to temptation with each season and not be left with 
vacancies in your garden. Cover the seasons as best you can. It's all 
about having something to look forward to.  Happy gardening. 
  
Emily Tawse 
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0.89% (+Vat) 

Standard fee

We accompany 

EVERY viewing

We include the BEST 

professional photography

Open 8am-8pm 

7 days a week

Nothing to pay until the 

sale completes

We advertise on 35+ websites 

including Rightmove, Prime 

Location & Zoopla

Offices in Oxted, Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells + our hub in Edenbridge 
(We cover large areas, if you are unsure if we cover you please call us)

We offer £120 to anyone recommending us a property to sell
keep this flyer and give to anyone you know looking to move – there are no limit of vouchers available!

Do NOT instruct an estate agent until you have spoken to Platform Property!

OXTED & CATERHAM

01883 460373
SEVENOAKS

01732 617212
TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 300945

Does your local estate 

agent do all of this?

platformproperty.co.uk enquiries@platformproperty.co.uk

Type to enter text
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THIS AUTUMN
LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE

  EXPERT KNOWLEDGE  ●   SUPER SERVICE  ●  COMPETITIVE PRICES   ●  PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

FREE 
LOCAL DELIVERY*

GREAT 
SAVINGS

IN-STORE
TODAY

 *T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be 
subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE August 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated. 

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL EXPERT IS HERE TO HELP

 2017- LP AUTUMN L A4 (GENERIC) .indd   1 22/08/2017   13:12

 LACIRTCELE DETXO
tseW daoR noitatS 6   , detxO .  PE9 8HR

:leT 445517 38810    :liamE  
 ku.oc.lacirtceledetxo@selas

• Post Office 
• Fresh Produce 
• Groceries  
• Newsagent  
• Sta<onery  
• Household supplies

Your LOCAL Community Shop 
(established in 2000 by local residents) 

Whether you’d like to become a new member, interested in becoming a 
volunteer or want to come in to shop, we'd love to see you. But come and 
support us.  

Monday to Friday: 8am - 5pm  Post Office 9.am - 5pm (closed 1-2 ) 
Saturday:  8.30am – 12.30pm   Post Occie 9am - 12.30pm 
Sunday:  8.00 am  - 12.00 pm   Post Office closed 

Drop in, call 01883 713306 or visit www.limpsfield stores.co.uk
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Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058
www.daysgarage.co.uk

Serving the community since 1957

Your local
one stop
car repairers

DAYSGARAGE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

UNIPART
CAR CARE

CENTRE

M &M WALKER 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS 

ARTEXING & PLASTERING 

PLUMBING   ●    HEATING 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

Tel 01732 863155 
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    A walk in Sicily 
  
This piece was going to herald summer with an array of fresh and 
aromatic Mediterranean whites. I went shopping and as usual, the wine 
writers’ recommendations were not in stock so I narrowed the field to 
an island that was one of our best wine walks ever …… 
  
I first enjoyed Corvo Rosso and Bianco more than fifty years ago in the 
trendy Mario & Franco Soho ‘trats’. There were hardly any Sicilian 
wines in the UK then. You were more likely to be drinking Sicilian 
wine if you were drinking a Martini or Cinzano Bianco because huge 
amounts of Sicilian wines were shipped in bulk to Genoa for the 
Vermouth producers to add their herbs. What changed? 
  
The wines got better and better. Even 50 years ago, to alleviate the heat 
they were picking grapes at night – by car headlights - so the grapes 
got into the winery cool and ready for a controlled fermentation rather 
than a frothy explosion. 
  
Then the authorities prised vineyards away from the Mafiosi who 
didn’t do quality, and sold them to Piedmont and Tuscan winemakers 
who did. Investment showed that with the right handling, Sicilian 
wines based on local grapes and varied ‘terroir’ could more than hold 
their own. 
  
Starting with whites, the most prolific grapes are the locals, Cataratto 
and Grillo. We found an amazingly low priced wine at Morrison’s, 
Isoletta 2021 made from Lucido, a clone of Cataratto blended with 
Pinot Grigio. Isoletta is fresh, citrusy and juicy with a hint of green 
apple and white peach - only a hint, but at £4.89 you won’t complain. 
  
We tasted that against Terre de Vita 2020, 100% Sicilian Pinot Grigio 
at £8.99 from Waitrose and Terre Madre 2020, 100% Cataratto at 
£7.35 from the Co-op. Most Pinot Grigio is fairly bland stuff from 
northern Italy, but Terre de Vita has more to it – citrus and green apple 
on the nose, rounder fruit and nicely juicy to taste. The Terre Madre 
was distinctive with a deeper colour, yellow fruits on the nose, less 
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CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING 

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP 
Integrative and Bereavement 

Counsellor 

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and 
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders, 

low Self-Esteem, Isolation, Loneliness, 
Infertility, 

Miscarriage, Stress 

For further information  
without commitment 

07507 602744 

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre  
01883 717277 

Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com 

R S Geal

Painting & Decorating


Interior & Exterior


38 years Experience


Fully Insured


Free Estimates


Tel: 01883 626802

          07860 140311

GuGers 
Cleaned 
Unblocked 
Repaired 
References available 
Call John Mully 
Te: 01883 716245 
Mob: 07711747640

Type to enter text

mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
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acidic and a suggestion of lemon meringue pie to taste, more a wine 
for food. 
  
We moved on to two Grillos: Stemmari 2020 Grillo at £8.99 from 
Waitrose is pale yellow, fresh nose with white flowers, juicy and a 
good aperitif; Paolini 2020 Grillo at £9.50 from Quercus Wine in 
Westerham was interesting and different, citrus and green apple on 
the nose and taste but also a touch ‘medicinal’, in this case a 
compliment about complexity, not a criticism. We preferred both of 
these Grillos to the Cataratto/Pinot Grigio wines. 
  
The archetypical red grape of Sicily is Nero d’Avola. We tried two – 
Paolini 2020 at £9.50 from Quercus and Terre de Faiano 
Appassimento 2021, £7.99 from Waitrose, with some of the grapes 
sun dried, pressed, and added back to the rest of the juice. The 
Paolini tasted of red fruit and plums. At just 12% and with some 
light tannins, it was very likeable now. The Terre de Faiano has got 
all the elements but to me, at less than a year old, it needs at least 
another year to integrate its dark, raisiny fruits with its tannins. 
  



53

Daisy Chain Large from the Layla Faye wallpaper collection

and the very best in free advice

Your choice 
for paint and 
wallpaper

Your choice 
for paint and 
wallpaper
and the very best in free advice

O P E N  TO  T H E  T R A D E  A N D  P U B L I C  S I N C E  1 9 0 4

YOUR FIRST PURCHASE
Pick up a Brewers Card in-store  
or register for one online

Over 170 stores nationwide. Visit your local branch in Redhill

Our final wine took us 800m up Mount Etna to Pietradolce, 2020 - 
£19.00 from Waitrose. Up there yields are small, it’s very labour 
intensive and there are no bargains. The main grape is Nerello 
Mascalese. It’s quite pale in colour but has black and red fruit on the 
nose and taste, it’s juicy, round with a touch of tar and oak. This 2020 
could also do with a bit more ageing but you can tell there’s more to 
offer. 
  
Sicily was undoubtedly one of our best wine walks. If you go, try to 
stay in Siracusa for centuries of history from ancient Greeks, Romans 
and Normans to Inspector Montalbano. For the best al fresco lunch 
ever, go to the open market on the island of Ortigia and the last 
salumeria on the right, choose your prosciutto and formaggio and eat 
them off a ‘poseur’ table in the shop. Just be careful that the American 
tourists don’t think that they’re free samples and steal your lunch! 

Colin Hall
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The Chart Interview

Tom Farrell
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who leads the Pat

Watching the Platinum Jubilee celebrations in his house at the top of 
Trevereux Hill was Tom Farrell, born nine months before Her Majesty. 
His is a remarkable story of a well fulfilled life beginning in the most 
unpropitious of circumstances. Tom was born in July 1925 in Eltham, 
his father in and out of employment and his own school education 
ending at elementary school at the age of fourteen, as so many of his 
generation experienced. The main saving grace of childhood was the 
proliferation of open fields and orchards in the Eltham of the 1920s and 
1930s, with plenty of apples to supplement a meagre diet, and a job 
every Saturday delivering bread on Blackheath for a baker with his 
horse and cart, his pay comprising two shillings, a loaf of bread and a 
bag of flour. 

Tom left school in July 1939, just before war broke out, a war in which 
he experienced plenty of German bombs landing on south-east London. 
One unexploded bomb landed outside his house, his father looking at it 
with the policeman and then going back to bed. Tom even believes that 
he heard and saw one of the first ‘doodlebugs’, the flying bombs which 
terrorised the population from June 1944. He went to work in a local 
factory owned by Standard Telephones and Cables making  radio valves 
used in Spitfire radios and cathode ray tubes used in radar.. He was sent 
on a six-month Higher National Diploma Course qualifying as an 
electrical engineer and then taking control of technical production in the 
factory, a reserved occupation which kept him away from military 
service when he came of age in late 1943. 

While looking for new digs after the war, he found some in Tottenham 
where a fellow lodger was a much older medical consultant, who 
encouraged him to extend his education and follow a new career path. 
He had no school qualifications, just his diploma in engineering, but he 
wrote to hospitals to enquire about medical and then dental training. 
King’s College Hospital, to their great credit, saw his potential, 
encouraged him to take the necessary exams and then gave him a place 
to study dentistry in 1950. Tom took full advantage of all the 
professional and recreational opportunities the hospital offered on his 
four-year course. He played rugby and cricket for King’s and met his 
first wife Joyce there, where she was working as a radiographer. He had 
already played rugby at the Saracens club as a front row forward but 
lamented King’s inability to advance in the prestigious Hospitals Rugby 



Cup, dominated in those days by St. Mary’s (‘lots of Welshmen’) and 
Guys (‘full of South Africans’). 

He left King’s in the mid-1950s after being offered a dentist job in a 
practice in Edenbridge, run by Mr. Titford, from whom Tom later bought 
the practice. Dentistry had plenty of challenges in the 1950s, just after it 
came within the orbit of the newly created NHS in 1948. Many adults, 
according to Tom, had no teeth at all in those days, and those who could 
afford it wore dentures, the product of dental decay and gum disease, 
with treatment beyond the means of most. The free treatment on the 
NHS improved the condition of the teeth of the post-war generation and 
the practice flourished. Tom created a four-surgery practice in 
Edenbridge with Keith Marshall, and then bought another in Lingfield. 
He also began teaching dentistry at Guy’s Hospital and took a part-time 
job at the Dental Practice Board in Eastbourne, which supervised the 
dental service in England and Wales, rising eventually to become its 
Chairman for a number of years and therefore in a very influential 
position within the profession. 

By now Tom had married again, to Anne, with two sons from his first 
marriage and three stepchildren, and in about 1980 he bought Vicar’s 
Haw at the top of Trevereux Hill, a house with a spectacular view to the 
south and where he has lived ever since. Parts of the house date back 
centuries, deriving from old cottages on the site and probably a pottery 
workshop. The name of the house might sound like a saucy postcard, but 
it is probably derived from Roger Vigors who once owned a house on the 
site, the ‘haw’ perhaps short for ‘hawthorn’. His sons have themselves 
gone on to eminence, one a journalist in Italy with a biography of 
Mussolini to his name, the other a QC and Recorder at the Old Bailey.  

Tom now has plenty of time for reflection as he looks out in his old age 
over the Surrey and Sussex panorama below him. He muses that he 
never had his proper teenage years and had to live these in his student 
life at King’s, where the opportunities he had previously lacked 
materialised in so many enriching ways. His life’s journey has taken him 
from a childhood of poverty and lack of educational opportunity to one 
of great professional accomplishment, symbolising the importance of 
self-improvement and seizing opportunity when it comes. 

 David Walsh 
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H20 PLUMBING 
General Plumbing Services 

Alterations 
Bathroom Installations 

No Job too small 

Free Quotes 
City & Guild Trained 

Call Richard 

Tel: 01883 712523 
Mobile 07876 450420 

Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road, 
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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OXTED, SURREY

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic 
views, enchants visitors. Enjoy the 
fine family portraits, furniture, a 
beautiful collection of porcelain and 
a marvellous set of four Canaletto 
pictures of Venice. After visiting the 
mansion house and grounds, why 
not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available. 

Open season: 15th May to 22nd Sept 2021 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every 
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank 
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30, 
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days: 23rd May, 20th June,  
18th July, 15th August
Info Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org 

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

*Please check the website for changes to opening times due to covid restrictions




